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Eng lish Ope ning
Sym met ri cal Vari a tion EO 44.8 (E20)

A Fashionable Nimzo-Indian Line
by Dejan An tic

1. d4 Àf6
2. c4 e6
3. Àc3 Ãb4
4. g3 c5
5. Àf3 cd4
6. Àd4 Àe4
7. ©c2

TsLdM_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
_._._._.
.lInS_._
_.n._.i.
IiQ_Ii.i
r.b.kB_R

TsLdM_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
_._._._.
.lInS_._
_.n._.i.
IiQ_Ii.i
r.b.kB_R

An open ing line that has been at -
tract ing more and more at ten tion
re cently is with out a doubt the
Fianchetto Vari a tion of the
Nimzo-In dian (in our keycode
qual i fied as a Sym met ri cal Eng -
lish un der the move order 1.c4 c5 
2.Àf3 Àf6 3.d4 cd4 4.Àd4 e6
5.Àc3 Ãb4 6.g3 Àe4). There is
no doubt that, thanks to the ac -
tive Ãg2, White has a lot of dy -
namic op tions, which should be
good com pen sa tion for his ru -
ined pawn structure. 
In stead of the stan dard 7.©d3,
we are go ing to ex am ine the new
ap proach start ing with 7.©c2,
which has gained pop u lar ity in
the last few years. The ques tion
is: what is the dif fer ence be -
tween the two moves? The line
7.©c2 re quires ac cu rate play

and avoids, for in stance, the line
7.©d3 Ãc3 8.bc3 Àc5, in which
Black gains an im por tant tempo.
Also, in some lines the white
rook gets to d1 quickly, ex ert ing
pres sure along the d-file. More -
over, White does not with draw
his knight like he does in the line
7.©d3 ©a5 8.Àb3, which
means that the knight on d4 will
of fer him other dy namic op tions
for getting the initiative.
The line is still de vel op ing and I
think that, un til we see new prac -
ti cal games, the one I played ver -
sus Athanasios Mastrovasilis
might pres ent an in struc tive stra -
te gic plan for Black. So let’s ex -
am ine the options.

A Solid Hedge hog Set-up
As men tioned, the strat egy fol -
lowed in the game Mastrovasilis-  
An tic, with its solid Hedge hog
set-up, looks like the best. Even
here, Black should be care ful
with the move or der, he should
not, for ex am ple, rush with cas -
tling un til he has com pleted a
proper de fen sive set-up.
Af ter 7.©c2 Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7 we
have some sim i lar ity with the
7.©d3 line, as played in sev eral
games by top grand mas ter
Karjakin. But there is a dif fer -
ence as well: White can quickly
de velop an ini tia tive, as we can
see in the game Radjabov-
 Gashimov, and also in
Shimanov-Durarbeyli, where
White quickly ob tained pres sure

along the d-file. It is also very
much worth men tion ing that in
my opin ion the right spot for the
Black’s knight is d7! This kind of 
flex i bil ity gives Black the pos si -
bil ity to ex ploit po si tional weak -
nesses in his op po nent’s camp
later on. 

The Ex posed Queen on a5
The sta tis tics of the games
played in this line def i nitely fa -
vour White. It seems to me that
7.©c2 is a good prep a ra tion
against 7...©a5. Us ing a few
tempi to chase Black’s queen,
White grabs the ini tia tive, even
in games, e.g. Da vid-Battaglini,
in which Black was close to
equal ity. I have to say that I am
not so sat is fied with the ac tive
op tions Black has here. Sim ply
put, there is not enough
counterplay, and the best Black
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Athanasios Mastrovasilis



A Solid Hedge hog Set-up
7...Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7

Mastrovasilis,Athanasios
Antic,Dejan
Valjevo tt 2011 (4)

1.d4 e6 2.c4 Ãb4 3.Àc3 c5 4.Àf3
Àf6 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2
Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7 9.Ãg2 d6 10. 0-0
a6 11.Õb1 ©c7 12.Õd1 Àd7
13.©a4  0-0 [13...Õb8!? 14.Àb3  0-0
transposes into the game]

T_L_.tM_
_JdSlJjJ
J_.jJ_._
_._._._.
Q_In._._
_.i._.i.
I_._IiBi
_RbR_.k.

T_L_.tM_
_JdSlJjJ
J_.jJ_._
_._._._.
Q_In._._
_.i._.i.
I_._IiBi
_RbR_.k.

14.Àb3 [14.Àb5!? ©b8 15.Àd4 ©c7
(15...Àc5!? 16.©c2 (16.©a3 Ãd7
(16...©c7! 17.Àb5 (17.Àb3 Àd7! (this
knight is the cornerstone of Black’s position
and strategy!) 18.Àa5 Àf6º (18...Õb8
19.Ãe3 h6 20.Ãa7 Õa8 21.Ãe3 Õb8=)
19.Ãf4 e5 20.Ãe3 (20.Ãg5 d5) 20...d5

21.c5 Õb8 (21...Õd8 22.©b4 Àg4
23.©b6 ©b6 24.cb6 Àe3 25.fe3 e4 26.c4
dc4 27.Õd8 Ãd8 28.Ãe4) 22.Ãd5 Àg4
23.Àb3 Ãf5 24.Õb2 Àe3 25.fe3 h5º)
17...ab5 18.©a8 Àa4¤) 17.Àb3 Àa4
18.Àa5Ç) 16...©c7 17.Àb3 Àd7º)
16.Àb5=] 14...Õb8 15.Ãf4 [15.Ãe3
Àe5 16.Àd2 Ãd7 17.©a3 Àc4 (17...Ãc6 
18.Ãb6 ©c8 19.Ãc6 ©c6) 18.Àc4 ©c4
19.Ãa7 Õbd8º] 15...g5 [15...e5!?
16.Ãe3 Àf6 17.Ãg5?! (17.Àd2 Ãd7
18.©a3 Ãc6º) 17...Ãf5 18.Õb2 b5â;
15...Àe5 16.c5 dc5 17.Àa5¤] 16.Ãe3
Àe5

.tL_.tM_
_Jd.lJ_J
J_.jJ_._
_._.s.j.
Q_I_._._
_Ni.b.i.
I_._IiBi
_R_R_.k.

.tL_.tM_
_Jd.lJ_J
J_.jJ_._
_._.s.j.
Q_I_._._
_Ni.b.i.
I_._IiBi
_R_R_.k.

17.Àa5? [17.Àd2 Ãd7 18.©a3 Ãc6
19.Ãb6 ©c8 20.Ãc6 ©c6º] 17...Ãd7
18.©b4 b5 19.Ãd4 Àc4?! [19...Õfe8
20.Ãe5 de5 21.c5 Ãc5 22.Õd7 Ãb4
23.Õc7 Ãa5 24.Õc6 Õec8 25.Õa6 Ãc3â; 

19...Àg6â 20.Àb3 bc4 21.©a5 ©c8!]
20.Àc4 ©c4 21.©b2 [21.Ãe5! ©b4
22.cb4 Õb6 23.Ãd4=] 21...©c7â
[21...Ãc6! 22.Ãa7 Ãg2 (22...Õa8 23.Õd4) 
23.Ãb8 Ãb7 24.Ãa7 Õa8 25.Ãd4 e5
26.Ãe3 ©e4î] 22.©d2 Ãc6
23.Ãc6 ©c6 24.Ãe3 f6 25.Õb3
Õbc8 26.f3 d5 27.®f2 Ãc5 28.®g2 
Ãe3 29.©e3 e5ç 30.©d3 Õfd8
31.©f5 ®g7 32.Õd2 ©d7 33.©b1
Õc4 34.Õb4 Õc3î 35.a4 Õc5
36.h4 d4 37.hg5 fg5 38.ab5 ab5
[38...Õb5 39.Õb5 ab5 40.©e4] 39.Õa2
g4! 40.©e4 gf3 41.ef3 ®h8!
42.Õd2 Õg8 43.Õb1 ©g7 44.g4
©g6 45.Õe1 [45.Õd4 Õc2] 45...©e4
46.Õe4 b4 47.Õe1 b3 0-1

Cioara,Andrei-Nestor
Medvegy,Zoltan
Ger many Bundesliga 2007/08 (11)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 c5 4.Àf3
cd4 5.Àd4 Ãb4 6.Àc3 Àe4 7.©c2
Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7 9.Ãg2 Àc6
10.Ãf4!? [An economical order of moves, 
trying to put the rook on d1 as quickly as
possible! 10. 0-0  0-0 11.Ãf4 Àa5 12.©d3
d6 13.Àb3 Àc6 14.Õfd1 e5 15.Ãe3 ©c7
16.c5 Õd8º] 10... 0-0 11.Õd1 Àa5
12.©d3 [12.©a4 d6 13.Àb3 Àb3
14.ab3 ©c7 15. 0-0 e5 (15...Ãd7
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Sur vey EO 44.8

can do is draw with some ef fort.
Also, if we com pare 7.©c2 ©a5
to 7.©d3 ©a5, we can see in our
afore men tioned line af ter 8.Ãg2
Àc3, White has the strong  9.0-0,
a good tem po rary piece sac ri -
fice.

TsL_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
d._._._.
.lIn._._
_.s._.i.
IiQ_IiBi
r.b._Rk.

TsL_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
d._._._.
.lIn._._
_.s._.i.
IiQ_IiBi
r.b._Rk.

the at tempt to save the piece with 
9...Àa4 can give White a strong
ini tia tive, as wit ness the game
Matlakov-Diu. There is the ad di -
tional plus that ©c2 di rectly at -
tacks the knight on a4!   

The Re main ing Op tion
Be sides the main op tions
7...Àc3 and 7...©a5, there is an -
other one: 7...f5, as seen in the
game Stocek-Ar nold. In all the
da ta bases I have at my dis posal, I 
have found only two games with
this move. And let’s not for get
that there are no fur ther op tions.
What to say about 7...f5? Sim ply
that in such dy namic po si tions
there is no time for experiments.

Con clu sion
In mod ern chess it is very dif fi -
cult to give a fi nal con clu sion
about any po si ti o n. The pres ent
line is pretty new and still de vel -
op ing. I feel that, with the sug -
ges tion I have rec om mended,
Black has good counterplay, and
I ad vise you to try play ing this
sys tem. Real, prac ti cal games
are very im por tant for the de vel -
op ment of ev ery vari a tion, and of 
course for this one as well. In the
mean time, the ball is in White’s
court and we will wait for his an -
swer, es pe cially at top level. I
hope you will en joy the material
presented here.



16.©a3å) 16.Ãe3 Ãd7 17.©a2 Ãc6
18.Ãc6 bc6 19.b4Ç] 12...d6 13.Àb5 e5 
14.Ãe3 a6 15.Àd6 ©d6 16.©d6
Ãd6 17.Õd6 Àc4 18.Õd1 Àe3
19.fe3 Õb8 20.Ãd5 Ãe6 21.Ãe6
fe6=

.t._.tM_
_J_._.jJ
J_._J_._
_._.j._.
._._._._
_.i.i.i.
I_._I_.i
_._Rk._R

.t._.tM_
_J_._.jJ
J_._J_._
_._.j._.
._._._._
_.i.i.i.
I_._I_.i
_._Rk._R

22.Õf1 Õbc8 23.®d2 Õf7 24.Õf7
®f7 25.Õb1 b5 26.a4 Õc5 27.ab5
ab5 28.Õa1 ®f6 29.e4 h6 30.Õa7
®g6 31.Õb7 ®f6 32.®d3 ®g6
33.g4 ®f6 34.h4 ®g6 35.Õb6 ®f6
36.Õb8 ®f7 37.h5 ®f6 38.Õb7 g6

½-½

Radjabov,Teimour
Gashimov,Vugar
Sochi tt 2008 (7)

1.d4 Àf6 2.Àf3 e6 3.c4 c5 4.Àc3
cd4 5.Àd4 Ãb4 6.g3 Àe4 7.©c2
Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7 9.Ãg2  0-0 10. 0-0
©c7 11.©a4 [11.Àb5 ©c4 12.©b3
©b3 13.ab3 Àc6 14.c4¤; 11.Õb1 a6
(11...©c4 12.Ãb7 Ãb7 13.Õb7 Õc8
14.Ãe3 Õc7 15.Õfb1 Õb7 16.Õb7)
12.©b3 d6 (12...Àc6!? 13.Àc6 dc6
14.Ãe3 e5 15.Ãb6 ©d7º) 13.Ãb7 Ãb7
14.©b7 Õa7 15.©c7 Õc7 16.Ãa3 Àd7
17.Àf3 Õfc8 18.Õfd1 Àc5 19.Àd2 Àa4
20.Ãb4 f5 21.Õb3Ç] 11...Àc6

T_L_.tM_
jJdJlJjJ
._S_J_._
_._._._.
Q_In._._
_.i._.i.
I_._IiBi
r.b._Rk.

T_L_.tM_
jJdJlJjJ
._S_J_._
_._._._.
Q_In._._
_.i._.i.
I_._IiBi
r.b._Rk.

12.Ãa3 Ãa3 13.Àb5 [13.©a3! Àd4
(13...©a5 14.©a5 Àa5 15.c5Ç; 13...b6
14.Àc6 dc6 15.Õfd1 e5 16.c5Ç) 14.cd4
©c4 15.e3Ê d5 16.Õfc1 ©a6 17.©e7]
13...©e5 14.©a3 d5 [14...©e2
15.Àd6 Àe5 16.©b3 f5 17.c5?! (17.©d1
©d1 18.Õfd1 Õb8 19.a4 b6 20.a5¤)
17...f4 18.©d1 ©d1 19.Õfd1 f3] 15.e3
Õd8 16.Õfd1 a6 17.Àd4 ©c7
18.©c5 ©e7 19.©e7 [19.Àb3!Ç ©c5 
20.Àc5 Àe7 21.e4 b6 22.Àa4 Õb8
23.Õab1 b5 24.Àc5!] 19...Àe7
20.Õab1 Õb8 21.cd5 ½-½

Stocek,Jiri
Cifka,Stanislav
Zdar nad Sazavou 2008 (3)

1.c4 Àf6 2.d4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2
Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7 9.Ãg2 ©c7
10.Àb5! ©c4 11.©b3 ©b3
12.ab3Ê Àa6 [12...®d8!? 13.Ãf4
(13.Àa7! ®e8 14.Õa4 Ãc5 (14...Àc6
15.Àc6 Õa4 16.Àe7 Õa1 17.Àc8 Õc1
18.®d2å; 14...®d8 15.Ãe3) 15.Àc8 Õa4 
16.ba4 ®d8 17.Ãb7 ®c7 18.Ãf3 Õc8
19. 0-0Ç) 13...Àc6 (13...d5! 14.Àc7
(14.e4Ê) 14...g5 15.Àa8 (15.Ãe5 f6
16.Àa8 fe5 17.Õa7 Àa6 18.b4 Ãd6 19.h4 
g4 20.b5 Ãb8 21.b6 e4º) 15...gf4 16.Õa7 
Àa6 17.b4 Ãd6 18.b5 Ãb8 19.b6º

NlLm._.t
rJ_._J_J
Si._J_._
_._J_._.
._._.j._
_.i._.i.
._._IiBi
_._.k._R

NlLm._.t
rJ_._J_J
Si._J_._
_._J_._.
._._.j._
_.i._.i.
._._IiBi
_._.k._R

(an interesting picture!) 19...®e7 20.®d2 h5
21.Õa1 fg3 22.hg3 Ãd7 23.Õb7 Àc5)
14.Ãc6 bc6 15.Àc7] 13.Õa6 ba6
14.Àc7 ®d8 15.Àa8 d5 16.Ãf4 g5
17.Ãe5 f6 18.Ãb8 Ãb7 19.Àc7 ®d7 
20.Àe6 Õb8 21.Àd4Ç Ãc5 22.®d2
Ãc6 23.Àc6 ®c6 24.b4 [24.®c2! a5
25.Õd1 Õd8 26.e3å] 24...Ãb6 25.Õa1
a5 26.ba5 Ãc5 27.®c2 ®d6 28.e3
®e6 29.Õc1 Õd8 30.c4 Ãb4 31.a6
®e7 32.Ãd5 Õd6 33.Õa1 Õb6 34.g4 

Ãd6 35.h3 Ãe5 36.Õa2 ®d6 37.f3
h6 38.Õa5 Õb2 39.®d3 Ãh2 40.®d4 
Ãg1 41.Õb5 Õb5 42.cb5 ®c7
43.®e4 ®b6 44.Ãc4 ®c5 45.Ãf1
Ãf2 46.®f5 Ãe3 47.®f6 ®d6
48.®g6 ®e5 49.®h6 ®f4 50.®h5
®f3 51.h4 gh4 52.g5 ®f2 53.g6
Ãd4 54.b6 1-0

Shimanov,Al ex an der
Durarbeyli,Vasif
Chennai Wch-jr 2011 (10)

1.d4 Àf6 2.Àf3 e6 3.c4 c5 4.Àc3
cd4 5.Àd4 Ãb4 6.g3 Àe4 7.©c2
Àc3 8.bc3 Ãe7 9.Ãg2  0-0 10. 0-0
d6 11.Õd1 a6 12.c5Ç ©c7 13.cd6
Ãd6 14.c4 Àd7 15.Àb3 Àc5
16.Ãa3 Ãe7 17.Õab1

T_L_.tM_
_Jd.lJjJ
J_._J_._
_.s._._.
._I_._._
bN_._.i.
I_Q_IiBi
_R_R_.k.

T_L_.tM_
_Jd.lJjJ
J_._J_._
_.s._._.
._I_._._
bN_._.i.
I_Q_IiBi
_R_R_.k.

17...Õa7 18.Àc5 Ãc5 19.Ãc5
[19.©b3 Ãa3 (19...b6 20.Ãc5 bc5
21.©b6) 20.©a3 e5 (20...©c4
21.©e7ê) 21.c5Ç] 19...©c5 20.©d3
b5 21.cb5 Õd7 22.©b3 Õd1 23.Õd1 
ab5 24.a3 h6 25.Ãe4 Ãa6 26.©b4
©e5 27.Õd6 Ãc8 28.©d4 ©g5
29.®g2 ©e7 30.f3 e5 31.©c5 Ãe6
32.Õc6 ©d7 33.©e5 Ãh3 34.®f2
©d1 35.g4 ©f1 36.®e3 ©g1
37.®d2 Õd8 38.Ãd3 Ãf1 39.©e7
©d4 40.Õc7 Ãe2 41.©f7 ½-½

The Ex posed Queen on a5
7...©a5

Radjabov,Teimour
Gashimov,Vugar
Elista 2008 (8)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2
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©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àc6 10.bc3
Ãc3 11.Àb3 ©e5 12.Ãf4 ©f6
13.Õab1 Ãe5 14.e3 [14.Ãe5 ©e5
(14...Àe5 15.Àc5  0-0 16.Õfd1Ê) 15.Õfd1
 0-0 16.c5 b6 17.e3 Õb8 18.Ãc6 dc6
19.Àd4 ©c7 20.cb6 Õb6 21.Õb6 ab6
22.©c6 ©c6 23.Àc6 Ãb7 24.Àe7
®h8º] 14...Ãf4 15.ef4  0-0 16.Àc5

T_L_.tM_
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_Jd._
_.n._._.
._I_.i._
_._._.i.
I_Q_.iBi
_R_._Rk.

T_L_.tM_
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_Jd._
_.n._._.
._I_.i._
_._._.i.
I_Q_.iBi
_R_._Rk.

16...d5 [16...b6! 17.Àe4 ©e7 18.Õfd1
Õb8 19.Àd6 Ãb7 20.c5 Ãa8º] 17.Àb7
[17.cd5 ed5 18.Ãd5 Ãf5 19.Àe4 ©e7
20.Õfe1Ç] 17...Ãb7 18.Õb7 Àa5
19.Õc7 Àc4 20.Õc4 dc4 21.Ãa8
Õa8 22.©c4 g6 23.©c7 ©d4
24.Õb1 ½-½

Feller,Sebastien
Iordachescu,Viorel
Khanty-Mansiysk 2011 (1)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 c5 4.Àf3
cd4 5.Àd4 Ãb4 6.Àc3 Àe4 7.©c2
©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àc6 10.bc3
Ãc3 11.Àb3 ©e5 12.Õb1

T_L_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_J_._
_._.d._.
._I_._._
_Nl._.i.
I_Q_IiBi
_Rb._Rk.

T_L_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_J_._
_._.d._.
._I_._._
_Nl._.i.
I_Q_IiBi
_Rb._Rk.

12...©f6 [12... 0-0 13.Ãf4 ©f6 14.Àc5
(14.Ãd6!? Õd8 15.Õfd1 Àb4 (15...b6
16.Õd3 Ãa5 (16...Ãe5 17.Ãc6 dc6
18.Ãe5) 17.Àa5å; 15...Ãe5 16.c5¤)
16.©e4 (16.©c1) 16...Àa2 17.Àc5 Ãb4 

18.©c2 Ãc5 19.Ãc5 ©f5 20.©f5 ef5
21.Õd3) 14...Ãe5 15.Àe4 ©f5 16.Ãe5
Àe5 17.c5¤; 12...Àb4 13.©d1 Àa2
14.Ãf4 ©f6 15.Àc5Ê] 13.Àc5 Ãe5
14.Ãa3 ©e7 15.©d3 a5 16.Àb7
Àb4 17.©e3 Ãc7 18.Àa5 Àc2
19.Ãe7 Àe3 20.Ãa8 ®e7 21.Àc6
dc6 22.fe3 Ãd7 23.Ãb7 h5 24.c5
h4 25.Ãa6 hg3 26.hg3 Õa8
27.Õb7 ®d8 28.Ãc4 f6 29.®f2
[29.Õd1!ê] 29...®c8 30.Õbb1 Õa4
31.Ãd3 Ãe5 32.Õh1 Õa5 33.Õh8
®c7 34.Õg8 f5 35.Õc1 Õa2 36.Õf8 
Õa5 37.Õf7?! ®d8 38.Õf8 ®e7
39.Õh8 Ãe8 40.Õh7 Ãf7 41.Õh8
Ãe8 42.Õhh1 Ãd7 43.Õc2 Õa4
44.Õc4 Õa5 45.Õb1 Ãe8 46.Õb7
®f6 47.Ãc2 Õa2 48.Õbb4 Ãh5
49.Õa4 Õb2 50.Õa6 Ãe8 51.Ãa4
Ãh5 52.Õc2 Õb4 53.Ãc6 Õg4
54.Ãf3 Ãg3 55.®f1 Õg5 56.Ãh5
Õh5 57.c6 Õh8 58.®g2 Ãe5 59.c7 
Õc8 60.Õcc6 f4 61.Õe6 ®f5 62.e4

1-0

Da vid,Alberto
Battaglini,Gabriel
Paris ch-city 2011 (6)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2
©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àc6 10.bc3
Ãc3 11.Àb3 Àd4!? 12.Àd4 Ãd4
13.Õb1

T_L_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
d._._._.
._Il._._
_._._.i.
I_Q_IiBi
_Rb._Rk.

T_L_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
d._._._.
._Il._._
_._._.i.
I_Q_IiBi
_Rb._Rk.

13...©c7 14.Õd1 [14.Ãa3!? Ãc5
15.Ãc5 ©c5 16.Ãb7 Ãb7 (16...Õb8
17.Ãc8 Õc8 18.Õb7 Õc7 19.Õfb1  0-0
20.Õ1b5 ©c6 21.Õc7 ©c7 22.©b3=)
17.Õb7 ©c6 18.©b3  0-0 19.Õd1Ç]
14...Ãc5 15.Õb5  0-0 [15...d6! 16.Ãf4
e5 17.Ãd2  0-0; 15...a6 16.Ãf4 d6
17.Õc5ê] 16.Ãf4 e5 17.Õc5 ©c5
18.Õd5 ©e7 19.Ãe5¤ Õe8 20.c5?!

[20.Ãf3!] 20...b6 [20...f6!] 21.Ãd6 ©f6
22.Õd2 Ãa6 23.Ãa8 Õa8 24.©e4
Õc8 25.f3 ©e6 26.©e6 de6 27.®f2 
f6 ½-½

Wojtaszek,Radoslaw
Hracek,Zbynek
Aix-les-Bains Ech 2011 (7)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2
©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àc6 10.bc3
Ãc3 11.Àb3 Àd4 12.Àd4 Ãd4
13.Õb1  0-0 14.Õd1 Ãc5 15.Õb5
©c7 16.Ãf4 e5 17.Õc5 ©c5
18.Õd5 ©b4 19.Ãe5 Õe8 20.Ãe4
[20.Ãc3 ©b6 21.Õg5Å] 20...h6
21.Ãd6 ©e1 22.®g2 a5?! 23.Õf5
[23.Õd1 ©d1 24.Ãh7 ®h8 25.©d1 ®h7
26.c5å] 23...Õa6 24.c5 Õe6 25.Ãd5
©a1? 26.Ãe6 de6 27.Ãe5 1-0

Babula,Vlastimil
Laznicka,Viktor
Karlovy Vary ch-CZE 2004 (1)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2
©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àc6 10.Ãe3

T_L_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_J_._
d._._._.
.lIn._._
_.s.b.i.
IiQ_IiBi
r._._Rk.

T_L_M_.t
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_J_._
d._._._.
.lIn._._
_.s.b.i.
IiQ_IiBi
r._._Rk.

10... 0-0 [10...Àa4!? 11.a3 (11.c5! Àd4
(11...Ãc5 12.Àb3) 12.Ãd4 Ãc5 13.Ãg7
Õg8 14.©h7 Õg7 15.©g7 Ãf8 16.©h8¤ 
£ d5 17.e4 d4 18.©d4 e5!) 11...Àd4
12.Ãd4 Ãf8 13.b4 ©a6 14.c5 d6 15.cd6
f6; 10...Àd4 11.Ãd4 Àa4 12.Ãg7 Õg8
13.©h7 Õg7 14.©g7 Ãf8 15.©h8Ê
Compared with the line above, it is exactly
the same position with an extra white pawn
on c4] 11.bc3 Ãc3 12.Àb3 ©e5
13.Õac1 Ãb4 14.c5¤ b6 15.Õfd1
Ãa3 16.Õb1 Ãb7?! [16...©c7! 17.cb6;
17.Àd2 Ãc5 18.Ãc5 bc5 19.Àe4 Õb8º]
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17.Àd2!Ê ©c7 18.cb6 ab6 19.Ãb6
[19.Àc4! Ãc5 20.Àb6 Ãb6 21.Ãb6Ç]
19...©c8 20.Àc4 Ãe7 21.Àd6 Ãd6 
22.Õd6 Àd4!= 23.©d2 Ãg2
24.Ãd4 Ãd5 25.Õd5 ed5 26.Ãg7
®g7 27.©g5 ®h8 28.©f6 ®g8

½-½

Matlakov,Maxim
Diu,Viacheslav
Taganrog ch-RUS 2011 (2)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 c5 3.Àf3 cd4 4.Àd4
e6 5.Àc3 Ãb4 6.g3 Àe4 7.©c2
©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àa4 10.a3
Ãe7 11.Àb5Ç Àb2 12.Ãd2 ©d8
13.Ãf4!

TsLdM_.t
jJ_JlJjJ
._._J_._
_N_._._.
._I_.b._
i._._.i.
.sQ_IiBi
r._._Rk.

TsLdM_.t
jJ_JlJjJ
._._J_._
_N_._._.
._I_.b._
i._._.i.
.sQ_IiBi
r._._Rk.

13...d6?! [13... 0-0 14.Ãc7 (14.Àc7 g5
15.Ãe5 f6 16.Àa8 fe5 17.©b2 Àa6
18.©e5 (18.Õad1 d6 19.Ãb7 Àc5
20.Ãg2 Ãd7ç) 18...Ãf6 19.©d6 Ãa1
20.Õa1 b6 21.Õd1 ©f6â) 14...©e8
15.Àd6 Ãd6 16.Ãd6 Àc4 17.©c4 Àc6
18.a4 f6 (18...b6 19.a5!å) 19.a5Ç (19.Ãf8
d5 20.©b3 ©f8¤) 19...Õf7 20.Õfc1]
14.c5  0-0 15.cd6 Ãf6 16.Àc7å
Àc6 17.Ãc6 bc6 18.Àa8 e5
19.Ãe3 Ãh3 20.©b2 [20.Õfb1ê]
20...Ãf1 21.Õf1 ©a8 22.Õd1 Õb8
23.©d2 ©b7 24.d7 Ãd8 [¿ 24...Õd8
25.Ãc5å] 25.©d6! ©c7 26.©c7
Ãc7 27.Ãa7 Õa8 28.Ãc5 Ãd8
29.e4 f6 30.Õd6 1-0

Stocek,Jiri
Tan,McKinley
Phil a del phia 2010 (4)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 Àe4 6.©c2 cd4 7.Àd4
©a5 8.Ãg2 Àc3 9. 0-0 Àe2 10.©e2 
Àc6 11.Àb3 ©d8 [11...©e5 12.Ãe3
 0-0 13.c5 d5 14.cd6 Ãd6 15.Õfd1 Ãe7
16.Õac1¤] 12.Ãc6 [12.c5  0-0 13.Õd1¤]
12...bc6 13.c5 Ãa5?! [13... 0-0
14.©g4 Õb8 15.Ãf4 Õb7 16.Ãd6 Õe8º]
14.©g4

T_LdM_.t
j._J_JjJ
._J_J_._
l.i._._.
._._._Q_
_N_._.i.
Ii._.i.i
r.b._Rk.

T_LdM_.t
j._J_JjJ
._J_J_._
l.i._._.
._._._Q_
_N_._.i.
Ii._.i.i
r.b._Rk.

14... 0-0? 15.Àa5 ©a5 16.Ãh6ê
g6 17.©d4 f6 18.Ãf8 ®f8 19.©f6
®g8 20.Õac1 Ãa6 21.Õfd1 Õf8
22.©e5 Ãc8 23.a3 d5 24.Õd4 ©b5 
25.Õb4 ©d3 26.Õf4 Õf4 27.©f4 e5
28.©e5 Ãh3 29.©e8 ®g7 30.©e7
®g8 31.©d8 ®g7 32.©c7 ®h6
33.©f4 g5 34.©f8 ®h5 35.©e8
®h6 36.©e3 ©f5 37.Õe1 1-0

The Re main ing Op tion
7...f5

Stocek,Jiri
Arnold,Marc Tyler
Phil a del phia 2011 (4)

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 4.Àf3 
c5 5.g3 cd4 6.Àd4 Àe4 7.©c2 f5

TsLdM_.t
jJ_J_.jJ
._._J_._
_._._J_.
.lInS_._
_.n._.i.
IiQ_Ii.i
r.b.kB_R

TsLdM_.t
jJ_J_.jJ
._._J_._
_._._J_.
.lInS_._
_.n._.i.
IiQ_Ii.i
r.b.kB_R

8.Ãg2 Àa6 9. 0-0 [9.Ãe4 fe4 10.©e4
 0-0 11. 0-0 Ãc3 12.bc3 Àc5 13.©e3 b6]
9...Àf6 [9...Ãc3 10.bc3 Àac5 11.Ãe3Ê]
10.Õd1å ©e7 11.Àcb5  0-0 12.a3
Ãc5 13.b4 Ãd4 14.Õd4 d5 15.cd5
Àd5 16.Ãb2 [16.e4! fe4 17.Ãe4 h6
18.Ãb2 Ãd7 19.Õd5 ed5 20.Ãd5 ®h8
21.©g6ê] 16...Ãd7 17.©d3 Ãb5
18.©b5 Àac7 19.©b7 Õfb8
20.©c6 a5 21.Ãd5 Àd5 22.e4 Àf6
23.ef5 ef5 24.Õd6 ab4 25.Ãf6 gf6
26.Õd7 ©e8 27.©d5 ®h8 28.©f5
©g6 29.©f3 b3 30.®g2 b2
31.Õad1 ®g8?

Tt._._M_
_._R_._J
._._.jD_
_._._._.
._._._._
i._._Qi.
.j._.iKi
_._R_._.

Tt._._M_
_._R_._J
._._.jD_
_._._._.
._._._._
i._._Qi.
.j._.iKi
_._R_._.

32.Õb7! ©c2 33.©g4 [33.Õd4! Õb7
34.Õg4 ®f8 35.©f6 Õf7 36.©d6 Õe7
37.©d5!ê] 33...©g6 34.©c4 [34.©f3!
Õb7 (34...©e8 35.Õe1!) 35.©b7ê]
34...®h8 35.©b4? [35.©c6!ê]
35...©e8!= 36.Õdd7 Õb7 37.Õb7
©c6 38.f3 ©c2 39.®h3 ©f5 40.®g2 
©c2 41.®h3 ©f5 42.®g2 ½-½
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